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PRIA’s STRATEGIES

Established in 1982, 

Participatory Research in Asia 

(PRIA), works for:

❁ Empowering marginalised 

and excluded communities 

through active citizenship

❁ Holding governance 

institutions accountable 

through social accountability

❁ Facilitating interfaces 

between citizen, civil society, 

and governance institutions

http://www.pria.org/
http://www.pria.org/academy
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PRIA’s THEMATIC PRIORITIES

Special emphasis on 

participation of young women & 

men
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Acknowledging existing power inequalities – challenging the 

“elephant in the room” syndrome

Willingness to embed the partnership within the “eco-system” –

context, actors, relationships, capacities, etc.

Promise to recognise different knowledge systems and utilisation 

of knowledge for multiple purposes

Sensitivity to inclusion of community in research design & 

partnership – readiness to use participatory research methodology

BEGINNING OF A NEW HOPE ……
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Access to information in time – a deep information 

asymmetry

A combination of rushed process & lack of transparency

Cross-subsidising the proposal preparation by the 

Southern partner

Choice of research question – (im)balance between global/ 

international agenda and local knowledge agenda

A DOUBTFUL SOUTHERN MIND ……
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Lopsided governance of research projects – dominance of 

the Northern agency

Lack of appreciation about the local political economy –

influencing policies at the country/sub-country level

Accountability overshadows learning - focus is on managing 

resources & deliverables - capacity building is a victim

A DOUBTFUL SOUTHERN MIND ……
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WHAT CAN BE HELPFUL

❁ Multi-staged research funding – allocation of 
reasonable resources to develop proposal including 
community consultations and strengthening 
partnership

❁ Result framework should emphasise enough on N-
S partnership and capacity building along impact 
pathways – it should be evaluated along with other 
results

❁ Research design should include engagement with 
local stakeholders - not an afterthought or post-
facto

❁ A critical balance in relationship between individual 
and institution – institutionalising relationship
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K4C – A MODEL FOR LEARNING PARTNERSHIP

http://unescochair-cbrsr.org

UNESCO Chair in Community Based Research and Social 

Responsibilities in Higher Education
Jointly hosted by:

• Prof. Budd Hall, University of Victoria, Canada

• Dr. Rajesh Tandon, PRIA, India

Knowledge for Change (K4C) 

❁ Trains next generation mentors on CBPR, especially in global south and 
excluded north

❁ Offers a 21-week modular training - face-to-face, online, & field practicum in 
local settings

❁ Hubs have been established in Canada, India (3), Colombia, Cuba, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, South Africa, & Italy 

❁ Each hub is a formal partnership between a HEI & a CSO

http://unescochair-cbrsr.org/

